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Version need to be reevaluated. It’s important for a government to

understand what its current strategy is — and to be clear about its direction
in the years ahead. This is especially important in relation to the United

Kingdom, where we have one of the most complicated coalitions of parties.
The Conservatives are perceived as responsible for the economic collapse

and the much-maligned Brexit. Labor is similarly associated with the painful
withdrawal from Europe — a disastrous outcome that has squandered all its
credibility. The Liberal Democrats are associated with the chaos of the last

several years. All three parties, and any new party that develops, will have to
introduce significant policy changes and, I hope, build coalitions with other

parties to enact these changes. But much of the agenda that the BBC and
others have laid out is not what the public wants. Those three parties — the

Conservatives, Labor and the Liberal Democrats — do not have the numbers
to form a government. The Tories have the most to lose, but Labour is

unlikely to win back large swaths of its traditional territory. The Lib Dems
need to revive their relevance. So the only workable coalition is among the

three largest parties, which is why the First Minister of Scotland, Nicola
Sturgeon, has said that she will not participate in a Conservative-led

administration. I am glad that she is now saying this; it’s likely to be a huge
gift for Labour. There is some of the most empty political rhetoric about
Scotland and the United Kingdom that has never been spoken before. Of

course, the point of the United Kingdom is precisely not to be one. Finally,
there is a strong case for bringing the United Kingdom together to solve one
of the most important strategic problems of the Western world: the challenge
of dealing with a heavily armed Russia and a resurgent China. Whatever this
thing is called, it is obviously going to involve the United Kingdom, Poland,
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France, Germany, Turkey, and perhaps the United States. This last
consideration — allied action — is crucial. Other nations have every right to
question what Britain can offer. If the United Kingdom is so determined to

leave Europe,
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